MARBLING
WINDOW

How to Maximise Marbling in Wagyu Cattle

Farmers can control most of their cattle’s marbling
expression through quality nutrition, the ratio of feed,
and the timing of these practices throughout the
animal’s life cycle.

To ensure you don’t miss the marbling window, it is
suggested that you benefit from the period of influence
- this is from the final stages of foetal growth up

until the calf is 250 days of age. During this period,
the quality of your final product is determined by
maximising the proliferation or number of fat cells and
cell differentiation and increasing the percentage of
cells that evolve to become fat cells.

Supplementing cows in late pregnancy with a
controlled and high energy ration, ideally grain-based,
will commence the high marbling process. The next
phase ensures you creep feed the calves to get the
best outcomes.

Creep feeding transforms infant calves’ ability to convert
pasture and other forages, resulting in a higher marbling
process, growth rates, and earlier weaning. Calves that
are creep fed have a better feed conversion of 3:1.

Calf Creep Gates exclude the cows from accessing the
feeder giving the calves full access to high energy ration
little and often throughout the day.

Advantage Feeders 3-Way Restriction System and our
Calf Creep Gates give you the tools to make the science
into a reality with the most controlled and accurate grain
feeders on the market. Advantage Feeders products
support farmers by allowing them to control the ration
for calves and cows specific to their dietary requirements
during the life cycle and period of influence.

Providing high energy feed that can be rationed

and controlled throughout the life cycle allows for
better marbling scores in the most influencing times,
increasing profits, and avoiding losses from wasted
feed and cattle that overconsume.
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Image sourced: ‘Optimizing livestock production efficiency through maternal nutritional management and fetal developmental programming’ 2017.
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